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Front Cover: Hybrid Amaryllis (Amaryllis regina vittata), illustration by 
Barbara Cotton: engraved by W. Say. From Transactions of the Horticultural 
Society of London. (1822), Vol. 5, Plate 15. From the Rare Book Collection 
of the National Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 
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Ketmia indica, Iris latifolia, Alsine procumbens. From George Dionysius 
Ehret’s Plantae et papiliones rariores..., 1748-59. Tab. VI. From the Rare 
Book Collection of the National Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 


THE 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
PROGRAM 


T he Special Collections Program is a unique part of the Na- 
tional Agricultural Library (NAL). The Collection is com- 
prised of original manuscripts, archival materials, over 50,000 
rare books, a photo-browsing collection of 60,000 images, more 
than 100,000 slides, 13,000 maps, 1,200 posters, works of botani- 
cal art, audiovisual materials, oral histories, and one of the largest 
nursery and seed trade catalog collections in the world. 


When the Department of Agriculture was established in 1862, 
Isaac Newton, the first Commissioner of Agriculture, placed near 
the top of his list the establishment of an agricultural library. It 
was his belief that “the most valuable work would gradually ac- 
cumulate by exchange, gift and purchase, forming a rich mine of 
knowledge.” Since that time, an important part of the collection 
building process has occurred through donations and gifts by 
individual Americans and private organizations. 
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Vase of flowers, illustration by P. T. v. 
Brussel; engraved by H. L. Myerling. 
From Nederlandsch Bloemwerk (1794), 
detail from title page. From the Rare 
Book Collection of the National 
Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 


Rare Books and 
Manuscripts 


H ighlighting agriculture’s printed record of the past and 
housed in the collection are the published writings of many 
great herbalists such as Brunfels, Bock, and Fuchs, as well as re- 
nowned artworks on flowers and fruits from both the 18th and 
19th centuries. International in scope, the subject range of Spe- 
cial Collections has strong concentrations of rare books in botany, 
natural history, zoology, and entomology. Extensive primary 
source literature documenting agricultural observations, experi- 
mentations, and practices in England, Western Continental Eu- 
rope, and America also are included. In addition to important 
travel accounts by early naturalists, there is an extensive collec- 
tion of pre-Linneana imprints relating to the description of plants 
as well as a strong collection of original works by the eminent 
botanist Carl Linnaeus (1707-78). 


The NAL’s growing manuscript collection is based primarily on 
donations. Particularly noteworthy among these are the follow- 
ing: the personal papers of Julian N. Friant (1888-1939), a special 
assistant to Secretary of Agriculture Henry Wallace; the personal 
papers of Charles North (1869-1961), physician, public health of- 
ficer, and agricultural scientist; the organizational records of the 
Prince Family Nursery (1779-1914) and the American Association 
of Agricultural College Editors (1913-present); the M. Truman 
Fossum Floriculture Collection; the papers of Charles Valentine 
Riley (1843-95), entomologist, and John Davis, author of the Agri- 
business Concept; and the papers of the United States Agricultural 
History Society. 


Rare books and manuscript materials are noncirculating and must 
be used in the Special Collections Reading Room. Historical re- 
search assistance is available by appointment. Some items may be 
photocopied (depending on age, rarity, and condition) at a cost of 
$5 for the first 10 pages and $3 for each increment of 10 pages 
(or less) thereafter. 


so See a CLA. Lion EPO DIP + “4 


sabato sincbest 
‘ 


bes 


B 
w 


176b- DD 

| 1d i ‘ hi D Sahar & LO af Lhen (eed ee 4D Std aM ‘ i. CF 
Glbbtathiece Pe on 
tb b Mares. fs ee | 
Gey COLO Ruch, Blash Irae, blaguiy bh ok, 1 
‘My hve Coytued Bases Sn ted § SOA FO. we , ) | 
VB Piadin H Ae a IK hoe. tig 


Jase. : A ee Odd, a f 
je 4S, Alm (Bp ec ty, 9” fae! 


Yorned C4é. pee S. i 
Lhnlek es ty! 


rs 


as 


entation, t Ley Py 1 rg? = 


ford) mee —_ 
BE ee a MED inom {. A aeons Bin eh allt 
Belted A Priel Covi Pet Nye sm bathe malo 
Pe Mi Fee LA, Vrcl, byshoea Te Mhrwmchony 
metthlen [eatt. 3 Jp er Aeughl pure 
rey NS GER [Bright PUL ¥ 173 Jota Rok’ Bephova ob Prd 
Dike he's bang. Ci. ighby fluid fe. Nad for py ten lke? 


Durham tae fealted Dirbramd PE psi) batrvcor WLY AP 
Poynen te Mid Mrewray) : 
Ad Druith thet fact {Calas Pidebey) | 
Durham DB w'tekit, facial Five, 
Bed While (pret > ate g [caltd Bitty). 
A he Sar BS tafens 
/ Vedilariy Se eee 
A Ohon.b rors beh fad! bt Bri, 
fede ©. ee 
BY (ikl be dont be Bor Pant LW nler . 


ee see Bi 


pel 9: Halted fat tn Petter hod toe tif 
qt Kelled fs tin Petter had kd 


aD) fine the 4 ; 
re hb fie eed Ad. bs Balok d stuaal 
4 naghh, full, 159. Smad od tn. Halt $4. 
A feu pdt piel Dee in SPE rsh. Ja EL deat oy 


Mla ishdion Chr 
ee aS bry Uf 


Figg Lan gow Ir abiny « Yrefe oF fom y Oren — eect 


Use 

Wet Bas Lalo. fla bt Ay f dial vn 

bas Bebk of lid. oe ft it te Nant le 
a ne widasdhd acl. EZ Dud yet w/’ 


Daybook Account of the Stock of Cattle, Horses and Sheep on William 
Logan’s Plantation, 1756. From the Manuscript Collection of the National 


Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 


The cover of an early Burpee seed trade catalog entitled Burpee’s 
1886 Farm Annual. Garden, Farm & Flower Seeds. From the Seed 
Trade Catalog Collection of the National Agricultural Library, 
Special Collections. 


Nursery 
and Seed Trade Catalogs 
Collection 


Te special reference collection was begun in 1904 by the De- 
partment’s economic botanist, Percy Leroy Ricker. Ricker’s 
enthusiastic interest included many trips to secondhand book 
stores and the attics of nursery companies in search of hor- 
ticulturally related catalogs. By 1920, the collection consisted of 
16,344 American and 3,185 foreign catalogs. By 1940, it had 
grown to over 65,000. Its purpose now, as then, is to provide in- 
formation regarding sources, prices, descriptions of plant mate- 
rial offered for sale by U.S. nurserymen, growers, and seedsmen 
and, to a lesser extent, by foreign firms. The collection presently 
contains over 150,000 items. As a repository of nursery and seed 
trade catalogs, this collection continues to grow in importance for 
in-depth retrospective and historical research. 


The NAL collection is strong in American catalogs since the 1890’s 
and, also, has extensive coverage going back to the early 1800’s. 
The oldest American catalog in the collection is a photoprint copy 
dated 1771 ofa list issued by the William Prince Nursery. Other 
18th-century catalogs for which there are photoprint copies are 
those issued by William Prince, dated 1790, 1793, and 1799, and 
by John Bartram and Co., 1790. The earliest original American cat- 
alogs in the collection are those issued by Bernard M’ Mahon of 
Philadelphia in 1804, by Stedman and Floy in 1806, and by John 
Bartram and Son in 1807. Access and reference service to this col- 
lection is through Special Collections. 
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The cover of an early seed trade catalog entitled Our New Guide 
to Rose Culture, 1896. The Dingee Conard Co. From the Seed Trade 


Catalog Collection of the National Agricultural Library, Special 
Collections. 
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The cover of another early seed trade catalog entitled From Cole’s 
Seed Store. From the Seed Trade Catalog Collection of the National 
Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 


Photographs 


q pts Forest Service historical photo collection — the largest 
photographic collection on the subject of forestry in the 
world — is an active part of the Special Collections program of the 
NAL. Begun in 1898 under the direction of Gifford Pinchot, the 
first Chief of the Forest Service and an avid photographer, the col- 
lection today contains over one-half million images. The collec- 
tion provides a pictorial documentation of the westward 
movement in America — the farmers, foresters, miners, cowboys, 
American Indians, scientists, and others who changed the face of 
the land. More than 400,000 of the images were taken prior to 
World War II. 


Over the years photos from the Forest Service Collection have 
appeared in books and magazines issued by every major pub- 
lisher in the United States. Scientists find it a unique resource for 
photos depicting natural resources, botany, geology, forestry, and 
biology. Historians find a wealth of unexpected detail about the 
westward movement as well as the settling of the land. Artists use 
the fine collection of botanical and scenic photos as sources of 
inspiration for their work. 


Information about the collection is stored both in a large com- 
puter data base and on microfiche. The browsing files of the photo 
collection includes 60,000 captioned black-and-white prints. A re- 
cently completed laser disc contains over 34,000 black-and-white 
images arranged by subject. Visitors may browse in the self-service 
files and select images to borrow. Research assistance is available 
for laser disc and data base search and identification. Circulating 
photographs from the collection are loaned for a period of 2 
months. 


Negatives are not loaned. Negatives of older images are stored in 
the Photo Section at the National Archives and Records Adminis- 
tration and prints may be ordered from them. 


“Frits” Sethe, Ranger from about 1910 to March, 1915, on the Wind River 
Ranger District [Columbia National Forest (now Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest, Washington)], 1910. From the Forest Service Photo Collection of 
the National Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 


A collection of images from the Slide Collection of the National 
Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 


Slides 
and Other Audiovisual Media 


AN! extensive collection of slides contains historical and con- 
temporary color images which depict a wide range of Amer- 
ican scenery. The collection spans a multitude of subjects from 
agriculture, national forests, waterways, recreation, and natural 
resources to scientific documentation in such areas as insects, 
vegetation, and wildlife management. About 500 color slides are 
included on the laser disc. Slides, slide /audio-tape and audio- 
cassette sets, along with an expanding collection of video tapes 
and motion pictures, are loaned for a period of 2 months and may 
be previewed in the Audiovisuals Viewing Room. 
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Maps 
and Posters 


Me“: posters, and original art works are noncirculating items 
and may be viewed in the Special Collections Reading 
Room. The maps, of which there are 13,000, generally relate to 
soil classification, national forests, land use, annual precipitation, 
vegetation, and erosion control but also include thematic topics 
such as transportation, regional farming, the spread and distribu- 
tion of certain insects, and plant and animal diseases. The maps 
date from the 1870’s but most were prepared during the 20th 
century. 


In addition, there are 3,000 soil maps which are found in the pub- 
lished soil surveys issued by the United States and many other 
countries. Most soil survey volumes contain large-scale, fold-out 
maps. NAL also has a complete set of aerial photographic com- 
posite mosaic indexes prepared by the USDA’s Agricultural Sta- 
bilization and Conservation Service, Aerial Photography Field 
Office, in Salt Lake City, Utah. The set includes some 70,000 
prints for the period 1940-75. 


The poster collection depicts such areas as the development of 
the poultry industry, insect control, plant protection, and the role 
of agriculture in World War I. From increased production to seed 
selection to the conservation of farm products through careful 
storage, canning, drying, and preserving, these historic posters 
present unique and attractive documentation on past efforts to 
disseminate agricultural information at national, State, and local 
levels. 


The Fruits 
of Victory 


18, by F. M. Lupton, Publisher, (Isc.) 


MAY 29 1918 
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Write for Free Book to 


National War Garden Commission 


Washington, D.C. 
_ Charles Lathrop Pack, President PS.Ridsdale,Secretary 


A World War I Poster. From the Poster Collection of the National 
Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 
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Catesby’s Natural History of the Carolinas, Florida and the Bahama 
Islands; . . . London. 1731-43. From the Rare Book Collection of the 
National Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 
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A modern map of South America. Map of the Americas, No. 3. By the 
American Geographical Society of New York. From the Map Collection of 
the National Agricultural Library, Special Collections. 
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SAP OP WE AMERICAS Finer 


Special Collections 
Reading Room 


L ocated on the 14th floor, this specialized research facility, with 
its visiting scholar room and balcony view of the Beltsville Ag- 
ricultural Research Center, was designed to dramatize the NAL’s 
unique collection of agriculturally related research treasures. Ex- 
hibits documenting the history of agriculture provide an inviting 
and stimulating environment in which to work and study. The 
Riley Permanent Exhibit corner features memorabilia commem- 
orating Charles Valentine Riley — distinguished 19th century pi- 
oneer scientist and entomologist, and USDA’s chief entomologist 
from 1881-94. 


More than 500 reference books in all subject fields related to agri- 
cultural history are available for use. These include early farm im- 
plements, structures and crafts, and early botany, as well as some 
guides to other historical collections in agriculture. Research as- 
sistance is provided. Through exhibits, displays, talks and sym- 
posiums, individuals and organizations in both the public and 
private sectors learn more about the Special Collections Program. 


A view of the Special Collections Reading Room on the 
14th Floor of the National Agricultural Library Building in 
Beltsville, Maryland. 


Location 
and Office Hours 


The Special Collections Reading Room is located 
on the 14th Floor of the NAL. It is open Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 


For additional information, call or write: 


National Agricultural Library 
Special Collections 
14th Floor 
10301 Baltimore Boulevard 
Beltsville, Maryland 20705 


(301) 344-3875 


The desk of Charles Valentine Riley, 
first Chief of USDA’s Bureau of 
Entomology, considered by many to 
be the father of biological control of 
insects in America. From the Charles 
Valentine Riley Permanent Exhibit 
which is a part of the Charles 
Valentine Riley Collection in the 
National Agricultural Library, Special 
Collections. 


Pinus sylvestris. From F. L. Kreb’s Vollstandige Bescheibung und Abbildung 
der sammtlichen Holzarten, welche im mittleren und nordlichen 
Deutschland wild wachsen. Brunswick, Ohme and Muller. 1827-[1835]: 
Tab. 54. From the Rare Book Collection of the National Agricultural 
Library, Special Collections. 
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